President Maintains 
A Deliberate Calm 
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Faced with its first serious 
international crisis, the Nixon 
Administration maintained a 
deliberate calm yesterday 
over the loss of an American 
reconnaissance plane off 
North Korea. 

No crisis language was used 
by any official spokesman to 
describe the incident and no 
official declared that the 


plane had been shot down, as 
North Korea claimed. 

Herbert G. Klein, the Ad- 
ministration’s Director of 
Communicationa noted that 
there was an absence of a “cri- 
sis atmosphere” and said Pres- 
ident Nixon was “calm but de- 
termined.” Klein added that it 
is better “not to jump until 
you know where you are 
jumping.” 

North Korea, it was learned 
last night, has requested an ar- 
mistice commission meeting 
with the United States at Pan- 
munjom, presumably to dis- 
cuss its charges that the plane 
had violated its airspace. As of 
last night, it was understood 
that the United States had not 
yet decided whether to hold 
such a meeting. 

The answer may come after 
President Nixon meets this 
morning with the National Se- 
curity Council. White House 
Press Secretary Ronald L. 
Zieglar said he expected the 
incident to be discussed at the 
NSC meeting, which he said 
had been scheduled prior to 
loss of the plane. 

Ziegler said that Henry A. 
Kissinger, Assistant to the 
President for National Secu- 
rity Affairs, awoke Mr. Nixon 
early yesterday with news of 
the latest conflict with the 
North Koreans. 

He declined to say what 
time. 
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The two men later met at j 
7:30 a.m. in the President’s of- 
fice to map strategy. They 
quickly decided, it was under- 
stood, to maintain an outward 
calm and to seek further facts. 

They were confronted not 
only with an attack on an 
American craft, as the John- 
son Administration was in 
January 1968 with the capture 
of the Pueblo, but they also 
recognized that this time 
there was little hope for the 
crew. 

Nevertheless, the State De- 
partment already had in- 
structed American embassies 
in Moscow, Seoul and Tokyo 
to request all possible help in 
searching for the downed 
plane. 

Later in the morning, Secre-, 
tary of State William P. Rog- 
ers summoned Soviet Ambas- 
sador Anatoly F. Dobrynin to 
his office to request help from 
Soviet ships in the area. 

> VWe felt, perhaps, that the 
.Soviet Government could be 
of assistance in light of -the 
possibility that they may have 
vessels in the area,” State De- 
partment spokesman Robert J. 
McCloskey said. 

Asked if any protest was 
lodged with the Soviet Ambas- 
sador, he said there was not 
“in any sense” a protest. 

Since Emory C. Swank, dep- 
uty chief of mission in the 
American Embassy in Mos- 
cow, several hours earlier 
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had called on G; M. Kor- 
nienko, head of the American 
desk in the Soviet Foreign 
Ministry, requesting rescue 
help, there was speculation 
that Rogers had a more exten- 
sive talk with Dobrynin. 

Directing the Administra- 
tion’s activities at the State 
Department were Rogers, Dep- 
uty Secretary Elliot L. Rich- 
ardson, Under Secretary for 
Political Affairs U. Alexis 
Johnson,- former Ambassador 
to Japan; Assistant Secretary 
for East Asian and Pacific Af- 
fairs William P. Bundy and 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Ambassador to South Korea. 

The Administration’s deci- 
sion to maintain an outward 
calm hit' two snags. First, Sen- 
ate Minority Leader Everett 
M. Dirksen (R-Ill.) reported 
more about -a White House 
brjefing on the incident than 
had been expected. And at the 
Pentagon Vice Adm. John R. 
Colwell, Deputy Chief . of 
Naval Operations, told report- 
ers that North Korea was 
guilty of “a clear-cut case of 
international piracy and a 
breach of international law.” 

Dirksen reported, and the 
White House later denied, that 
some crewmen had been spot- 
ted in. the water. He also said 
the aircraft had “flown seven 
previous missions and was 
flying an elliptical pattern” 60 
miles off the North Korean 
coast when Migs attacked it. 

House Minority Leader Ger- 
ald R. Ford (R-Mich.) said the 


Administration had “several 
options,” but he declined to 
say what they were. And he 
said nothing would be decided 
until more than “fragmentary 
information” was obtained. 

What diplomatic or military 
options were open remained 
unknown last night, and Dirk- 
sen said there was no discus- 
sion of . retaliation at the 
White House meeting. 

Despite the strong language ' 
Mr. Nixon used in the cam- 
paign about the Pueblo inci- 
dent, he was moving cau- 
tiously last night. 

Only one member spoke on 
the House floor about the in- 
cident. Rep. E. R,oss Adair (R- 
Ind.) told the House that the 
United States must “make it 
crystal clear to the North Ko- 
reans through a response that 
they understand that their 
provocations will not be toler- 
ated.” 

However, after a House 
Armed Services Committee 
meeting, ‘ Chairman L. Mendel 
Rivers (D-S.C.) said he did not 
believe nuclear • weapons 
would be needed to bring “this 
crowd to its knees, but if it re- 
quires that, let ’em have it.” 

On the Senate side, com- 
ment was divided. Chairman J. 
W. Fulbright (D-Ark.) of the 
Foreign Relations Committee 
said he could not “conceive of 
any kind of information these 
iplanes could ^ick up that war- 
rants the kind of risk they are 
taking.” 

Sen. Gordon Allott (R-Colo.) 
said the North Koreans appar- 
ently believed “that they had 
established a very successful 
precedent with the Pueblo in- 
cident. We must find ways im- 
mediately of coping with these 
acts of international piracy 
and aggression.” 

On the other hand, Sen. 
Gale McGee (D-Wyo.) said it ’ 
was important “that we don’t . 
lose our cool and set in motion ] 
irretrievable actions which ‘ 
could heighten the crisis.” 


U.S. Releases Names 
Of Lost Plane’s Crew 


United Press International 


The Defense Department yesterday 
Identified the following crewmen aboard 
the Navy reconnaissance Plane which 
North Korea claimed to have shot down. 

Aviation Electronics Technician L. C. 
Bernie Joel Colgin* np home town. ^ _ 
Aviation Machinists Mate Chief Mar- 
shall Harry McNamara,. no home town. 

Communications Technician 3C. Philip 
David Sundby, Carrias, Wash. 

• Communications Technician 2C. Fred- 
rick Arthur Randall, no home town. 

Communications Technician Chief Rich- 
ard Earl Smith, Phoenix,. Ariz. 

Communications Technician 1C. John 
Howard Potts, Forest, Miss. 

Lt. Denis Baired Gleason, no home 

^Aviation Electronics Technician 1C. 
James Leroy Roach, no home town. 

Communications Technician 3C. Gary 
Ray du Charm, no home town. 


Lt. Robert Frank Taylor, no home town. 
Aviation Electronics Technician 2C.| 
Timothy Harlan McNeil, Pte a santon, Cal »l* j 
Aviation Electronics Technician 1C. . 
Richard Edson Sweeney Jr., no home 

t0 Avi’ation Machinist 1C. Da Hard' 'Frank- 
lin Conners Jr., no home town. • 
Aviation Electronics Jechnjcian 3C. 
Gene Kenneth Graham, Northville, Mich. 
Lt? JG Joseph Richard Ribar, no home 

Aviation Electronics Technician 2C. 
Dennis Joseph Horrigan, Framingham, 

^Aviation Electronics Technician 1C. 
Stephen Curtis Chartier, no home town. 
Lt. John Halleck Singer, no home town. 
Aviation Machinist Mate 2C. Louis Fran- 
cis Balderman, Philadelphia. 

Other names were withheld pending 
I notification qf next of kin. 


